
1ST SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 18

In just a few sentences, we are told all about Jesus’ life and mission, 

described in 3 stages: in the power of the Holy Spirit, he faces evil 

and conquers it, then works towards the harmony of creation and 

reconciliation (beasts are no longer a threat), and finally he proclaims 

the Good News.

In the desert of exile, on the migratory routes, there are many wild 

beasts to combat. And as with Jesus in Gethsemane, right up to the 

last minute, there can be the temptation to back down in the face of 

suffering:

 “My soul is sad to the point of death...Father, all things are possible 

to you; take this cup away from me! Yet not what I want, but what you 

want.” (Mk 14:34-36). 

So yes, these people have the courage not to fail, and to believe that 

suffering will not have the last word, to believe that it is worthwhile 

continuing to educate their children, to follow a course 

of study, to believe in life, to believe in tomorrow...

PERSEVERANCE IN THE DESERT
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Gospel extract

 “Immediately the Spirit urges Jesus 

into the desert, and in the desert, 

he remained for forty days, tempted 

by Satan. He lived among the wild 

beasts, and the angels served him. 

After John’s arrest, Jesus set out for 

Galilee to proclaim the Gospel of 

God, saying: “The time is fulfilled: the 

kingdom of God is at hand. Repent 

and believe in the gospel.”

Mk 1:12-15



People fleeing the conflict in Sudan arrive 
at a reception centre in Joda, South Sudan.
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FOCUS 
ON SUDAN

“The international community must not turn its back on the world’s 

largest population movement in Sudan,” warned the head 

of the UN migration agency on January 17, 2024.

In April 2023, clashes between Sudanese armed forces and 

paramilitary rapid reaction forces occurred at a time when Sudan 

was already experiencing a humanitarian crisis unprecedented 

in a decade.

In addition, extreme weather conditions due to climate change, 

such as floods and periods of drought, have affected hundreds 

of thousands of people across the country. 

More than 7.3 million people have been displaced inside and 

outside Sudan since fighting broke out. Nearly 18 million people 

in Sudan are facing acute hunger, including almost 5 million in 

emergency situations. 
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The country now has the highest number of internally displaced 

people in the world. Chad has received the largest number of 

people. South Sudan is currently witnessing the return of many 

South Sudanese who sought refuge in Sudan decades ago.



People fleeing the Sudan conflict find refugee in Renk, 
a border town in South Sudan.
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In Chad, JRS teams focus on protecting children, making sure they 

can continue their education.

Sadia* was relocated to Djabal refugee camp, in the eastern part 

of the country. She fled Sudan alone with her nine children: 

“We escaped the hostilities of war. I want peace for my children. 

My wish is that they can go to school in Chad.”

Ahmad*, a Sudanese teacher in Djabal refugee camp, is a great 

role model for the children because he experienced displacement 

first hand in 2004. In Chad, he met JRS, that supported him 

in pursuing his studies. 

“I tell children my own story, I also fled Sudan and now I am a 

teacher here. I try to explain to them that here they can feel safe, 

calm, and that little by little they will forget the horrors they have 

been through. At school, we try to build a better future for them.” 

*Name of fantasy to protect the identity of the person

THE TESTIMONY 
OF SADIA AND AHMAD 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Father, we are witnesses of so much bloodshed, 

so many shattered lives, so much hope buried under 

the rubble of violence and failed attempts at peace, 

in Sudan and in so many other countries. 

Come to our help! 

Give us Your peace, guide us towards Peace, 

infuse us with concrete steps to build peace. 

Give us the strength to be peacemakers every day... 

come and clean up our hearts!

Father, we thank you for all those who have experienced 

so much loss, who live in conditions of extreme 

precariousness, and who still get up each morning 

continuing to courageously believe in life.

READINGS OF THE DAY

1ST READING: Gn 9:8-1

PSALM: 24 (25):4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9 

2ND READING: 1 Pet 3:18-22 

GOSPEL: Mk 1:12-15

Our forcibly displaced 
friends teach us 

to have:  

A heart that takes courage 


