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BELIEVE IN THE PROMISE
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Our eyes are filled with images of “razed” temples and cities, 

at the risk of becoming accustomed to them! This Gospel 

summons us to vigilance with regard to our times. The shock 

of being a victim of violence or a natural disaster is overwhelming. 

But once they have left, people remain in exile for an average 

of 17 years...

Patient acceptance is vital if we are to enter confidently into 

the promise of “a new day”. 

And it often rises to its full potential when reconciliation has been 

made possible. That’s why we make it a central part 

of our programmes. 

What about us? Are we inclined to embark on a path of 

reconciliation, to rebuild what has been damaged in ourselves, 

in our relationships and in those around us? 

Knowing that “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders 

labour in vain,” (Ps 127:1).

Gospel extract

 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, 

and in three days I will raise it up.’ 

The Jews replied, “It took forty-six years 

to build this sanctuary, and you would raise it up 

in three days!” [...] So, when he rose from the dead, 

his disciples remembered that he had said this, 

and they believed the Scripture and the word Jesus 

had spoken.

While he was in Jerusalem for the Passover 

feast, many believed in his name”.

 Jn 2, 29-23



JRS Colombia carries out local integration activities 
for migrants and forcibly displaced people.
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FOCUS 
ON COLOMBIA

Colombia’s civil war began in 1964, displacing millions of people 

across the country. Despite the peace agreement signed 

with FARC and other paramilitaries groups in 2016, the country 

is faced with violence targeting leaders of the social indigenous 

movement, land restitution claimants, environmentalists, 

and demobilized guerrillas.  

There are over 8 million displaced persons in Colombia. 

In recent years, the country has also seen the entry of large 

numbers of migrants fleeing economic and social hardship 

in Venezuela. In 2013, 2.9 million Venezuelan nationals 

are currently in Colombia. 

JRS Colombia began its work in 1995, serving people displaced 

by the country’s civil war. Today, JRS Colombia continues to 

provide legal, psychosocial, and emergency assistance to forced 

migrants and Venezuelans.
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Pastora is a community leader in the Panorama district of Soacha, 

a city on the outskirts of Bogotá, Colombia. Historically, Panorama 

has been a place of refuge for thousands of forcibly displaced 

people from various parts of the country due to the violent internal 

conflict, and more recently, Venezuelan migrants. 

“When we arrived in our territories, we weren’t very well accepted. 

They looked down on us, saying we were people of bad origin, 

that we were invaders,” Pastora recalls. There were no services 

available in the area: “we had no electricity, no running water, no 

sewage.”  

By dint of patience and bold meetings, the situation changed. 

Today, Pastora is working with other women leaders and JRS 

to create training centres. These spaces foster links between 

community members from different backgrounds, enabling them 

to understand each other and share their difficulties. Pastora has 

forged bonds of unity in her community, bringing together people 

from different backgrounds in the hope of building 

a future of lasting peace.  

THE TESTIMONY 
OF PASTORA   
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Pastora, Community Leader in the Panorama 
district of Soacha, Colombia.
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 

We pray for the countries from which refugees 

have fled, for all the countries at war: 

for lasting peace and the conditions for a dignified life. 

We give you thanks for all the reconciliation initiatives 

that are building tomorrow’s peace.

“You are no longer strangers and sojourners, 

but members of the family of God” (Eph 2:19): 

Father, thy will be done!

READINGS OF THE DAY 

1ST READING: Ex 20:1-17 
(or briefly: 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17)

PSALM: 18B (19), 8, 9, 10, 11 

2ND READING: 1 Cor 1:22-25 

GOSPEL: Jn 2:13-25

Our forcibly displaced 
friends teach us 

to have:  

A heart that takes patience 


